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Our Parish Mission Statement: 

We, the people of Corpus Christi Parish, brothers and sisters in Christ, prayerfully 

uphold: 

● Our Mission – To be the light of Christ shining in the heart of the community. 

● Our Vision – To be a vibrant and inspirational Catholic faith community growing 

in lifelong prayer. 

● sharing the joy of the Gospel and committed to evangelization, education and 

loving service to those in need. 

● Our Values – To be a welcoming, caring and inclusive faith community rooted in 

peace, justice and respect for all beings. 

Introduction 

 Hello!  My name is Kay Durfey, and I have been a member of Corpus Christi 

Parish for more than 30 years. Prior to moving to Council Bluffs, I grew-up in Imogene, 

Iowa, and my family members were active members of Saint Patrick’s Catholic Church 

in Imogene. If you have never attended mass in Imogene, I would highly recommend it. 

The church is beautiful and is listed on the historic registry in Iowa. Check-out their 

website to see its amazing story and magnificent marble statues and Stations of the Cross.  

I am one of 11 children, and my parents (Joe & Jackie Hughes) were firm believers in the 

power of prayer and the importance of the mass. I am married to Doug Durfey, and we 

have three grown children and six amazing grandchildren!   

 By being a prayer minister I have found that I am now more empathetic towards 

others and truly think of others and world experiences outside my own  Praying for others 

gets the focus off of me and onto the needs around me, and I think helps build up the 

body of Christ. Additionally, praying helps bring me peace and bring me closer to God. I 

believe that praying in our parish prayer group makes it that much more fulfilling. 

 With November being the month of Thanksgiving with a special emphasis on 

“Living in Gratitude”, it is more important than ever to take pause in our lives to consider 

our many blessings despite the struggles involved during our world’s Pandemic.  



 When we think of Thanksgiving we typically think of a big meal or a banquet. 

According to Bishop Barron, founder of Word on Fire, in his book entitled Eucharist, 

there are multiple occurrences of sacred banquet in both the Old and the New Testament. 

These include the story of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, to the sacred banquet on 

God’s holy mountain of Zion with His people, Israel; the miraculous feast of loaves and 

fishes that Jesus provides for His followers to the final “last supper” that Jesus shares 

with His apostles. All of these biblical feasts show that God intended for each of us to be 

united in the peaceful, life-giving, holy, and external communication with Himself and 

with each other as His faithful people. “God intends to share a meal with us; one that will 

draw us deeper and deeper into Himself and will satisfy our ultimate hunger” (Word on 

Fire).  

 As we prepare to celebrate this Thanksgiving holiday, and we “gather” (probably 

in much smaller groups or virtually) with family and loved ones to share a meal around 

our own banquet tables, let us remember that the joy of our communion is only a 

reflection of the ultimate life-giving communion offered to us by Christ via the Eucharist. 

 Let us pray that our Thanksgiving celebration is a reflection of our own true 

gratitude for our many blessings and that we offer genuine prayers for all those in need.  

Blessings, 

Kay Durfey, kdurfey@cbcsd.org  712.310.9557 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Intentions 

 
Individual  

● For the children celebrating their First Reconciliation, that they know the 

love mercy of God. 
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● For those who lost loved ones this year, they know the love and support of 

family including our parish family. 

● For the marginalized, the cold, the hungry, and homeless that we reach out 

to them this winter season. 

●  For those who are ill, God will send His healing graces and blessings to 

them and their families.  

 

Parish 

● For all those whose health issues place added strain in daily living-- 

especially due to COVID-19 pandemic, may they experience healing and 

safety in their daily lives. 

● That a vaccine may be developed and distributed so that all people may have 

some protection from  this disease. 

● For our parish and the Missionary Sisters of Divine Spirit in Colombia, may 

we each heed the gentle stirrings of the Holy Spirit to support each other in 

God’s call to love our neighbor.  

● For our parish to grow in unity, love , and understanding of one another.  

 

Diocese, Nation, World 

● For Bishop William Joensen that he will lead our Dioceses with grace, 

humility, integrity, & love.  

● We pray that those suffering from addiction may be helped and 

accompanied. 

● For a major increase in young people exploring a call to priesthood and 

religious life. 

● For all marriages that we can see God in their faithfulness and commitment 

to one another.  

 

 

Universal Church/ Papal Intentions:  

 

● For Deacons: We pray that deacons, faithful in their service to the Word and 

the poor, may be an invigorating symbol for the entire Church. 

● We pray that Christians, followers of other religions, and all people of 

goodwill may promote peace and justice in the world. 



● We pray that the cries of our migrant brothers and sisters, victims of 

criminal trafficking, may be heard and considered. 

● We pray that the progress of robotics and artificial intelligence may always 

serve humankind. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


